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This talk localizes the travelling concept of permaculture 

in Timor-Leste as pathway into studying the juventude 

permakultura (permaculture youth) movement, its 

pedagogies of hope, sensory learning, and emotional 

mobilization. Focusing on permaculture-based 

community gardening and water conservation projects in 

Timor-Leste in relation to projects implemented by the 

nation’s significant government-NGO nexus opens up 

anthropological inquiries into a variety of social, political, 

and ecological phenomena. It contrasts divergent 

imaginaries of shaping young person’s selves and futures, 

and it taps into issues of food security, environmental 

awareness, and decolonial knowledge construction. The 

talk focuses on the practice-oriented sensorial pedagogy 

of permaculture youth camps and affective dimensions of 

learning in vulnerable communities and disaster-prone 

landscapes. It zeroes in on tasting the soil and mobilizing 

the future as pedagogies of hope and considers these as 

powerful ways of securing and sustaining livelihood.  

 

 

 

 

Details:  

https://ksa.univie.ac.at/en/department/

events/wednesday-seminar/ 

 
 
   

Thomas Stodulka is 
Professor of Social 
Anthropology and co-
director of the Pro-
fessional School for 
Visual Anthropology, 
Documentary and 
Media Practice at the 
University of Münster. 
His work focuses on 
affect, emotion, 

youth, alternative economies and educa-
tion, mental health and illness. He con-
ducted long-term fieldwork with street-
related communities in Indonesia and he 
has directed international research pro-
jects on e.g. the role of affect and emotion 
in ethnography, travelling concepts in 
mental health and illness, and critical per-
spectives on big data. He is co-founder of 
the European Network for Psychological 
Anthropology (ENPA) at EASA, and is 
currently Brill book series editor of Social 
Sciences in Asia, and co-editor of the pub-
lic anthropology blog anthrometronom. 

WEDNESDAY SEMINAR  
20.03.2024, 17:00 Uhr, Übungsraum (and online) 
IKSA, NIG, Universitätsstraße 7, 1010 Wien, 4. Stock 

kommende Termine 

24.04.2024  
Sanderien Verstappen & Katharina Gartner 
Filmscreening: Anthropology for the Ears 
and Eyes 
 

15.05.2024 Patrick Naef 
Resilient Barrios: Criminal Governance and 
Intimacy in Medellin 

Thomas Stodulka (University of Münster) 
Tasting the Soil and Sensing the Future: Pedagogies of Hope and Prospects 
in Timor-Leste‘s Permaculture Youth Camps 

Hybrid event, join online! 

https://univienna.zoom.us/j/64340260119?pwd=TzI3Z2tsYXE1M0RaTEVVUFZJUzkxZz09
https://ksa.univie.ac.at/institut/veranstaltungen/wednesday-seminar/

