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With socio-cultural roots in the United Kingdom and 
United States, palliative care – a professional form of 
care for patients with life-limiting illness and their fami-
lies – has now become part of global health approaches. 
In light of current calls for decolonizing palliative care, 
this talk explores how palliative care is not only imple-
mented and adapted, but also creatively developed in 
diverse socio-cultural settings around the world. 
Building on insights from the ERC Globalizing Palliative 
Care? project, I highlight ways in which ‘global’ palliati-
ve care develops through situated ‘local’ practices that 
are often a mix of grassroots initiatives, (inter)national 
training, and socio-culturally sensitive care. This situa-
ted, non-linear and rhizomatic development of palliative 
care offers pressing insights for rethinking the ‘global’ in 
global palliative care. More broadly, I suggest that pallia-
tive care’s ambiguous position at the intersection of non-
curative biomedical care and social medicine gives it a 
particular purchase for rethinking global health and cri-
ticizing the colonial tendencies of global health, even as 
many palliative care policies currently remain enmeshed 
within larger systems of global inequity. 
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