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Understanding and anticipating market movements plays
a critical role in current capitalist activity. Through the
assessment of the present and the engagement in the
unknowable future, financial-market participants create
financial opportunities. At the heart of this process is the
work of financial experts who claim to provide ‘thorough
analyses’ of market movements. In this talk, | will describe
how financial analysts deploy various techniques to
formulate financial- market predictions. On the basis of
ethnographic data collected during two years of fieldwork
in the financial analysis department of an internationally
operating bank, I illustrate how analysts capitalize on
‘feeling’, individualized strategies and narration to come
up with explanatory narratives about possible future
market scenarios. | argue that financial analysts use such
techniques to construct meaning in an environment of
radical uncertainty. Their work as experts in finance helps
financial-market participants think of their investment
practices as not simply ‘speculative’, but based on reason.




