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The Polish-British anthropologist Maria Czaplicka (1884-1921) 
organised and led the Yenisei Expedition (1914-1915) to study 
the Evenk (Tungus) in the vast territory between the Yenisei and 
Lena rivers, which aimed at collecting ethnographic data, 
gathering collections for museums, and making 
anthropometric measurements. Czaplicka wrote several 
academic articles using ethnographic data collected during the 
research, published her travelogue My Siberian Year (1916), and 
a series of magazine articles.  Her travelogue can be treated as a 
reflexive ethnography, in which one can find anthropological 
issues that were rarely addressed by contemporary 
anthropological monographs, such as: the everyday experience 
of fieldwork, the role of local collaborators (Sibiriaks, 
Aboriginals and political exiles), and the anthropologist's 
relations with indigenous people. Czaplicka's legacy inspires 
contemporary questions about the intersubjective experience 
of fieldwork. If her strong authorial “I” is always present, it 
actually serves to highlight her engaging in telling stories to her 
hosts in exchange for theirs, her following the “natives”, staying 
with them, establishing a good rapport by entertaining them, 
and only later gathering ethnographic material, measurements 
and photographs. Engaging and evocative, but also 
informative, sometimes educational, her writings reveal 
intensive tones in spite of the extensive nature of her 
expeditionary survey. Czaplicka's ethnographic praxis may be 
reassessed today as sensitive if not visionary. 

The presentation will be concluded with a fragment of a film by 
Anna Baumgart, a Polish post-conceptual artist and a 
filmmaker, "Michikha is not afraid of airplanes" (2019). It is 
about Czaplicka and her Tungus guide , and tells, according to 
the artist,  "a universal story about power relations influencing 
how we view the world".  
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