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Ashley Carse (Vanderbilt University)
Logistics, Place & the Racialization of Nature

Ashley Carse is a
cultural anthropologist
and Associate Professor
in the Department of
Human and Organisa-
tional Development at
Vanderbilt University.
He focuses on the inter-
section of culture, technology and ecology.

His research is interdisciplinary in orientation,

combining anthropology, geography, environ-
mental studies, and STS. Ashley Carse has
conducted long-term, community-based field
research in Panama, the southeastern United
States, and along transnational transportation
networks. Among his many influential publi-
cations is the book resulting from his first
research project, Beyond the Big Ditch: Politics,
Ecology, and Infrastructure at the Panama
Canal (MIT 2014).

kommende Termine

14.06.2023 Cameron Hu
thba

21.06.2023 Sune Haugbolle
Researching Entangled Revolutions:
Palestine's transformation into a global
leftist cause

One doesn’t have to dig deep in Savannah, Georgia to unearth
connections between the plantation past and contemporary logistics-
led development. The Garden City container terminal, now the fourth
largest in the United States, sprawls across several former plantation
sites. The places where cranes unload ships, where corporate distri-
bution centers and transshipment facilities rise from wetlands, where
semi-trucks roar down highways—these are the same places where
slave ships docked, where plantation-grown rice and cotton were
exported. Until recently, the history of logistics has been largely
narrated as a “revolution” in managerial rationalities and technical
capacities that began in the 1960s and went on to reshape economic
geographies. But, as an emerging body of critical scholarship shows,
this narrative underemphasizes how today’s efficient cargo movement
was built on the violent, intertwined histories of military supply sys-
tems and the Atlantic slave trade. If logistics can be understood as a
global capitalist process enacted through situated configurations of
racialized labor, how does nature figure in these transformations?
Through an analysis of three environmental management projects in
the lower Savannah River—nineteenth-century rice plantations,
twentieth-century waterfowl conservation, and twenty-first century
efforts to mitigate the environmental damage of a harbor deepening
megaproject—I| show how the reconfiguration of land and labor to
facilitate cheap circulation has been bound up with the ongoing
racialization of nature.

Details:
https://ksa.univie.ac.at/en/department/events/
wednesday-seminar/

Hybrid event, join online!
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