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Tim Burger (Austrian Academy of Sciences)
Calculating a Free Gift: Perfect Transfers
and the Holy Ghost Festival on the Azores

Since Mauss, anthropologists have debated the
existence of a ‘free’ or ‘pure’ gift. The predominant
reading of Mauss’ essay holds that the conditions for
the possibility of free gifts, i.e. given without instal-
ling an obligation to return, are almost impossible to
conceive, much less to describe ethnographically.
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