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Divine Fuh (University of Cape Town)
The Original Sin of Tech:

Towards a Decolonial Imperative for Artificial Intelligence

Divine Fuh, from Bafut in the
Cameroon Grassfields, is associate
professor of Social Anthropology,
Head of Department of Anathropo-
logy, and Director of the Institute for
Humanities in Africa (HUMA) at the
University of Cape Town in South
Africa. His research focuses on the
politics of suffering and smiling, par-
ticularly on how urban youth seek
ways of smiling in the midst of their

suffering. He has done work in Came-

roon, Botswana, Senegal and South
Africa. His new research focuses

on the political economy of African
knowledge production; and on cent-
ring African epistemologies in Arti-
ficial Intelligence and the ethics of
being in African contexts.

hybrid event
join online!

This talk starts from the premise that decoloniality is inevita-
ble and a necessary paradigm shift to rebalance a convoluted
global entanglement that is saturated with coloniality; and
that has driven the world to the cul-de sac of its current col-
lapse. I put to test some of the core principles and assumpti-
ons that underpin technological transformations, in particu-
larly AI, and critically reflect on the possible implications for
its emancipatory potential. My first push is to reexamine the
conceptual basis of Al technologies, in order to better unders-
tand the promises it purports to offer. Building on this, my
second push is to interrogate the assumptions embedded in
ideologies of innovation, entrepreneurship and start-ups that
drive technological advancement and deployment within this
field. My third provocation examines the patriarchal founda-
tions of Al technologies, in its conceptual origins, develop-
ment and application. Finally, my fourth provocation relates
to the ontological basis of Al ethics principles and the dangers
of universalising without decolonizing. My overall argument
is that the decolonisation of AI technologies is inevitable and
must involve a deeper focus in understanding how to innova-
te from contexts that do not have the kind of relationships to
particular forms of logics, scientific reductionism and toxic

patriarchal essentialism from which Al originate.
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