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One hundred and forty years after her birth, Kartini remains a 
significant symbol of the Indonesian Women's Movement.  In 
her correspondence with Dutch feminists, she expressed her 
highly intellectual and progressive ideas regarding feudalism 
and gender equality but was herself trapped within these struc-
tures.  Her life trajectory reflected the paradox of an individual 
struggle situated within a feudalist system. But it was mainly 
her ideas reflected in her letters, that has become the source of 
inspiration for the Indonesian women's movement in the 
present day. 

This talk will focus on the current Indonesian women's move-
ment within the context of globalization and capitalism and 
concurrently, with the sharpening of ethnic and religious 
boundaries.  

It is within this paradox, as also faced by Kartini, that a number 
of cases representing diverse women’s struggles at different 
political scales will be highlighted. With the introduction of UN 
and ILO Conventions that have formulated various forms of pro-
tection for women and children there remains a disjuncture 
between these conventions and their practices at national and 
local levels. An examination of the Indonesian Laws on Child 
Marriage, Sexual Violence and Anti-Pornography will be placed 
within the current religious and cultural/ethnic debates among 
the political actors in Indonesia. Additionally, the feminist 
struggles regarding land and labour will also be situated within 
the political interests of the indigenous people’s movement and 
trade unions. These incongruities remain a challenge for the 
women's movement and underlines the diverse goals and stra-
tegies needed. But in the face of this, the realization that wit-
hout the involvement of women in fighting for their recognition 
and rights, social justice will not be achieved, has also become 
widespread among Indonesian activists, nationally and interna-
tionally.  
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