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Trained in Social Anthro-
pology at the University
of Vienna, Stephan
Hochleithner received
his PhD in Political Geo-
graphy at the University
of Ziirich, and is cur-
rently involved in a pro-
| ject on temporary and
incomplete enclosures at the University of Cali-

fornia Berkeley. His research interests mainly
circle around spatial aspects of socio-economic
activities and structures; around the crossroads
of material and social realms. Questions of
access to resources and topics from political
ecology theoretically inform Stephan Hochleith-
ner’s strongly ethnographic empirical approach.
Regionally, his fieldwork and general research
experience ranges from urban settings in Euro-
pe to rural settings in Central/East (DR Congo,
Uganda, Tanzania) and Southern Africa (RSA,
Namibia, Botswana).

Website: meanwhile-north-south.com
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The eastern provinces of the DR Congo have been affect-
ed by violent conflict for the past 30 years. This presenta-
tion looks at the effects of displacement caused by armed
conflict in a part of this region. The main argument put
forward is that forced displacement can in its spatial
dimension be understood as a temporary form of enclo-
sure, which transforms reciprocity-centered socio-
economic structures towards an exchange-value-based
system that facilitates a capitalist mode of production.
The focus will be set on DRC’s Beni territory in general
and on the city of Oicha in particular, where a large
number of IDPs lives in so called host arrangements.
Building on ethnographic material and a quantitative
survey, three sets of socio-economic relations —access
(to land), re-/production, and distribution— will be
examined and set into historical context to identify
displacement-induced changes in land-use patterns and
their consequences, allowing to draw parallels between
forced displacement and other forms of accumulation by
dispossession.
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