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Cristiana Giordano is
Associate Professor of
Anthropology at the
University of California,
Davis. She received her
Ph.D. from the University
of California, Berkeley.
Her book, Migrants in
Translation. Caring and
the Logics of Difference
in Contemporary Italy
(University of California
Press, 2014), won the Victor Turner Book Prize
for ethnographic writing (2016), and the Boyer
Prize in Psychoanalytic Anthropology (2017).
This book addresses the politics of migration in
Europe through the lens of ethno-psychiatry
and its radical critique of psychiatric, legal, and
moral categories of recognition of foreign oth-
ers. Her current research investigates new ways
of rendering ethnographic material into artistic
forms. Together with playwright and director
Greg Pierotti, she has created and produced
Unstories, a 50-minute performance around the
current “refugee crisis” in Europe.

http://anthropology.ucdavis.edu/people,

cgiordan
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Since the beginning of 2015, an unprecedented num-
ber of people from Middle Eastern and African coun-
tries have been crossing borders into and within Eu-
rope from the Mediterranean, the Balkans, through
the English Channel, and other entry points through-
out Europe. This time has been described by the me-
dia and various political actors as an “emergency”
and a “crisis” that challenges the very core of Europe-
an values and human rights principles. Calling this
time an emergency implies responding to it, on the
one hand, with humanitarian and medical gestures of
saving lives, and, on the other, with stricter borders
control. In this paper, | reflect on the grammar of cri-
sis and the forms of care that it simultaneously ena-
bles and disables. To operate under the banner of a
“crisis” precludes understanding of other grammars of
care and psychic experiences that exceed any biomed-
ical translation. | reflect on the relationship between
two painters — one from Tunisia and one from Nigeria
- who met in Italy, and the forms of therapeutic and
ethical explorations that they do through art. | pro-
pose to attend to practices that bear witness to other
grammars, or the lack thereof.

These practices are the expression of a denial, or,
better, of an interruption in the language of the crisis
and pathology. They affirm the potential of other
ways of experiencing — outside the crisis - through art,
installations, and paintings.
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