Reconfigurahions of
Provisioning

Austerity and Interdependency in Volos,
Greece

Thrift requires harsh calculation.

TOPIC

OBJECTIVE

Reconstructing the interdependency between
household provisioning, state austerity, eco-
nomic recession and alternative economies.
Besides economic aspects, the study aimed for
understanding the transformation of recognition,
kinship, friendship, temporality and solidarity.

METHODOLOGICAL

Critical ethnography. Participant observation in
12 months of living in several Voliot households,
participation in several activist networks in the
solidarity economy of Volos, over 40 interviews,
surveys (n = 372), financial diaries (n =7), second-
ary data (e.g. EUROSTAT).

RESULTS
MOBILIZATION OF KIN AND

Often framed as mutual support during crisis,
the mobilization of long hours of unpaid labour
became a necessity to sustain small enterprise
and lifestyles.

DISLOCATION OF RECOGNITION

Neo-poor middle classes experienced impov-
erishment as becoming devalued others, e.g.
de-emancipated women or ethnicized labour
migrants.

DRAMATIC LABOUR DEVALUATION

As paid employment became ever more rare,
employment relations dramatically deterio-
rated. All jobs paid less, and some paid nothing
at all.

General Assembly of the TEM Currency
Network. Volos 2017

Volos 2017

Graffiti likening the Troika to the military
junta. Volos 2017

THRIFTINESS AS MORAL

Thriftiness and buying cheap via bonus clubs,
offers, and sales became a crucial means to
care for significant others — with devastating
consequences for local shops.

TEMPORAL REORDERINGS

Crisis was experienced as temporal reorderings
— being thrown backwards, as being stuck with
former desires, or as nostalgia for supposedly
simpler times.

EMERGENCE OF

Complementary currencies, social pharmacies,
cooperative direct trade and other modes of
solidarity helped households survive and sus-
tain some level of consumption.
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Deep freezers used to buy when goods
are cheap. Volos 2017
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