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RESEARCH TOPIC:

The Baikal-Amur Mainline (BAM) is 
one of the longest northern railroads 
in the world, crossing six regions in 
East Siberia and the Russian Far East 
and the last socialist megaproject 
(so called “project of the century”). 
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discussed in the 19th century the 
majority of the mainline was built for 
resource extraction and internal co-
lonization of the region between 1974 
and 1984. This large-scale infras-
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cultural and social spaces and shaped 
local communities by drawing Soviet 
migrants “BAM builders” (bamovtsy) 
to the region and involving indige-
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I argue that Soviet modernization 
promises, memories and ideologies 
still fuel post-socialist identity pol-
itics and social relations making the 
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7KLV�SURMHFW�DLPV�DW�H[SORULQJ�ODUJH�
LQIUDVWUXFWXUHV�DV�DQ�DUǦ�FXODǦ�RQ�RI�
5XVVLDšV�VWDWH�PRGHUQL]DǦ�RQ�SUR�
MHFWV�DQG�LGHQǦ�Ǩ� �SROLǦ�FV�LQ�WKH�6R�
YLHW�DQG�SRVW�6RYLHW�SHULRGV��
'UDZLQJ�RQ�WKH�FDVH�VWXG\�RI�WKH�
%$0�FRQVWUXFǦ�RQ�DQG�LWV�FXUUHQW�
UHFRQVWUXFǦ�RQ�SURMHFW�%$0����WKLV�
UHVHDUFK�DLPV�DW�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�
VWXG\�RI�HQWDQJOHPHQWV�RI�GLǉ�HU�
HQW�JURXSV�DQG�VWDNHKROGHUV�ZLWK�
WKH�%$0�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�EULGJ�
HV�GLVFXVVLRQV�RQ�VRFLDOLVW�DQG�
SRVWVRFLDOLVW�LGHRORJLHV�DQG�LGHQ�
Ǧ�Ǧ�HV�ZLWK�WKH�DQWKURSRORJ\�RI�
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�

RESEARCH 
QUESTIONS
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UHVHDUFK�TXHVǦ�RQV�

• �+RZ�GLG�WKH�%$0�FRQVWUXFǦ�RQ�VKDSH�
QHZ�LGHQǦ�Ǧ�HV�DQG�FRPPXQLǦ�HV�LQ�WKH�
6RYLHW�SHULRG"�

• ,Q�ZKLFK�ZD\V�KDV�WKH�UDLOURDG�LQIUD�
VWUXFWXUH�Dǉ�HFWHG�LQGLJHQRXV�DQG�
ORFDO�SHRSOH�DQG�LQYROYHG�LQFRPLQJ�
PLJUDQWV"�

• :KDW�LV�WKH�UROH�RI�6RYLHW�P\WKV��LGHRO�
RJLHV�DQG�PHPRULHV�LQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�SUR�
FHVVHV�RI�LGHQǦ�Ǩ� �EXLOGLQJ�DQG�SROLǦ�FV�
RI�HPRǦ�RQ"�

• :KLFK�Dǉ�HFǦ�YH�DQG�PDWHULDO�FRQǦ�QX�
LǦ�HV�DQG�UXSWXUHV�FRXOG�EH�LGHQǦ�ƽ�HG�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�VRFLDOLVW�%$0�DQG�LWV�
UHFRQVWUXFǦ�RQ�SURJUDP�%$0��"�

METHODS AND 
FIELD SITES

(WKQRJUDSKLF�ƽ�HOGZRUN��SDUǦ�FLSDQW�RE�
VHUYDǦ�RQ�DQG�LQWHUYLHZV��DQG�ZRUN�ZLWK�
DUFKLYDO�UHFRUGV�LV�FRPSOHPHQWHG�ZLWK�
FRQWHQW�DQDO\VLV�RI�SROLF\�GRFXPHQWV�DQG�
ORFDO�SUHVV�PDWHULDOV��7KH�TXDOLWDǦ�YH�GDWD�
DUH�DOVR�WULDQJXODWHG�ZLWK�VWDǦ�VǦ�FV�DQG�UH�
VXOWV�RI�D�VXUYH\�RQ�PRELOLǨ���:KLOH�WKH�
PDMRU�DQWKURSRORJLFDO�ƽ�HOGZRUN�LV�FRQGXFW�
HG�LQ�VHOHFW�WRZQV�DQG�YLOODJHV�DORQJ�WKH�
%$0��DGGLǦ�RQDO�LQIRUPDǦ�RQ�LV�UHTXHVWHG�
LQ�OLEUDULHV��DUFKLYHV��VWDǦ�VǦ�FDO�EXUHDXV�
DQG�FRPSDQLHVš�RǊ��FHV�LQ�(DVW�6LEHULD�DQG�
LQ�0RVFRZ�

FINDINGS

• %$0�SURMHFW�KDV�VKDSHG�FXOWXUDOO\�GL�
YHUVH�DQG�VRFLDOO\�G\QDPLF�ORFDO�FRP�
PXQLǦ�HV�ZLWK�PXOǦ�SOH�JURXSV�DQG�
LGHQǦ�Ǧ�HV

• 7KH�UDLOURDG�UHPDLQV�D�FRQWDLQHU�RI�VRFLDO�
PHPRU\��HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�EDPRYWV\�ZKRVH�
LGHQǦ�Ǧ�HV�DQG�HPRǦ�RQV�DUH�UH�DUǦ�FXODW�
HG�DW�SXEOLF�HYHQWV�GHYRWHG�WR�WKH�%$0

• 6RPH�(YHQNL�FRPPXQLǦ�HV�ZKR�KDYH�
EHHQ�H[SRVHG�WR�DPELJXRXV�Hǉ�HFWV�RI�
WKH�%$0�VHH�DGYDQWDJHV�RI�EHLQJ�
UHPRWH�IURP�WKH�UDLOURDG�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH

• ,QGLJHQRXV�LGHQǦ�Ǧ�HV�KDYH�EHHQ�UH�
QHJRǦ�DWHG�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�FKDQJLQJ�
OLIHVǨ� OHV�DQG�PRELOLǦ�HV�DORQJ�WKH�%$0

• 7KH�SURJUDP�RI�PRGHUQL]DǦ�RQ�RI�WKH�
UDLOURDG�%$0���UHYHDOV�D�QXPEHU�RI�
FRQǦ�QXLǦ�HV�ZLWK�WKH�VRFLDOLVW�FRQVWUXF�
Ǧ�RQ�SURMHFW�WKDW�DUH�EHLQJ�XVHG�DV�D�
GLVFXUVLYH�UHVRXUFH�LQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�SROL�
Ǧ�FV�RI�HPRǦ�RQV�DQG�LGHQǦ�Ǩ� �EXLOGLQJ

Bamovtsy�DW�D�PHHǦ�QJ��6RXUFH��0XVHXP�RI�%$0�
&RQVWUXFǦ�RQ��7\QGD

(YHQNL�UHLQGHHU�KHUGHUV�FURVV�WKH�UDLOV��6RXUFH�
0XVHXP�RI�([SORUDǦ�RQ�RI�6RXWK�<DNXǦ�LD��1HULXQJUL�

$�WUDLQ�DUULYLQJ�DW�WKH�UDLOZD\�VWDǦ�RQ�/DUED��
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