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RESEARCH TOPIC:

The maintenance of a Norwegian fam-
ily society on the arctic archipelago 
of Svalbard is a main aim of Norway’s 
arctic strategy. This non-indigenous 
community, Longyearbyen, is in the 
process of economic restructuring from 
coal mining to a post-industrial eco-
nomy based on tourism, research and 
education, with a corresponding growth 
in the service sector. The population 
in town is increasingly international 
(35% non-Norwegians) and transient 
(more than 20% yearly turnover). At 
the same time, climate change impacts 
the town and requires adaptation.
This project examines human-environ-
ment relations in Longyearbyen and 
the impacts of climate change in the con-
text of economic restructuring. The 
focus is on the natural and the built 
environment, and the subject is ap-
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lated thematic foci. 
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MEYER

PLACE ATTACHMENT AND 
TURNOVER: 
Why is the turnover so high in Longyearbyen and how 
GRHV�LW�LPSDFW�WKH�VRFLHǨ�"�:KDW�DUH�WKH�UHDVRQV�
IRU�PRYLQJ�WR��VWD\LQJ�LQ��DQG�OHDYLQJ�/RQJ\HDUE\HQ"�
+RZ�GR�SHRSOH�Dǧ�DFK�WR�SODFH�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�
H[WUHPH�WXUQRYHU"

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS, 
ADAPTATIONS, PERCEPTIONS: 
+RZ�LV�WKH�FRPPXQLǨ� �LPSDFWHG�E\��UHVSRQGLQJ�WR��
DQG�SHUFHLYLQJ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�FKDQJH��LQ�SDUǦ�FXODU�
SHUPDIURVW�WKDZ"�+RZ�GR�HQYLURQPHQWDO�FKDQJHV�LP�
SDFW�XUEDQ�GHYHORSPHQW��DQG�WR�ZKDW�H[WHQW�LV�XUEDQ�
SODQQLQJ�D�WRRO�IRU�DGDSWDǦ�RQ"

OUTDOOR LIFE (FRILUFTSLIV):
How do locals use and perceive nature through 
UHFUHDWLRQDO�RXWGRRU�DFWLYLWLHV"�7R�ZKDW�H[WHQW�
are they part of Svalbard life and contribute to place 
Dǧ�DFKPHQW�DQG�ZHOO�EHLQJ"

URBAN DEVELOPMENT:
How did Longyearbyen develop and what are 
LP�SRUWDQW�LVVXHV�LQ�XUEDQ�SODQQLQJ�WRGD\"�+RZ�
GR�SHRSOH�XVH�DQG�SHUFHLYH�WKH�WRZQ"�

OBJECTIVES

7KH�UHVHDUFK�DLPV�WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�D�EHǧ�HU�XQGHU�
standing of:

• WKH�UHODǦ�RQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�SODFH�Dǧ�DFKPHQW�
and transience

• WKH�VRFLDO�LPSDFWV�RI�SRSXODǦ�RQ�WXUQRYHU

• the combined impacts of climate change and 
economic restructuring

• the role of urban planning for climate 
FKDQJH�DGDSWDǦ�RQ

• WKH�UROH�RI�UHFUHDǦ�RQDO�QDWXUH�XVH�IRU�OLIH�DQG�
ZHOO�EHLQJ�LQ�D�QRQ�LQGLJHQRXV��DUFǦ�F�VHǧ�LQJ

METHODOLOGICAL 
APPROACH

7KH�SURMHFW�EXLOGV�RQ�RQH�\HDU�RI�HWKQRJUDSKLF�
ƽ�HOGZRUN�LQ�/RQJ\HDUE\HQ��7KH�PDLQ�GDWD�VRXUFHV�
DUH�DURXQG����TXDOLWDǦ�YH�LQWHUYLHZV��SDUǦ�FLSDQW�
REVHUYDǦ�RQ�DQG�D�TXDQǦ�WDǦ�YH�VXUYH\��7KH�FRQFHUQV�
DQG�NQRZOHGJH�QHHGV�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLǨ� �KDYH�LQ�
IRUPHG�VRPH�RI�WKH�UHVHDUFK�TXHVǦ�RQV�

PRELIMINARY 
RESULTS

• +XPDQ�HQYLURQPHQW�UHODǦ�RQV�RQ�6YDOEDUG�
are strongly impacted by Norway’s Svalbard 
policies, which shape urban development 
and regulate access to housing and use of 
nature

• Economic restructuring leads to increased 
SRSXODǦ�RQ�WXUQRYHU

• :KHUHDV�OLIHVǨ� OH�FKRLFHV�KDYH�UHSODFHG�
ZRUN�DV�WKH�PDLQ�PRǦ�YDǦ�RQ�IRU�PRYLQJ�WR�
6YDOEDUG�IRU�1RUZHJLDQV��ZRUN�FRQǦ�QXHV�
WR�EH�WKH�PDLQ�SXOO�IDFWRU�IRU�PRVW�QRQ�
Norwegians

• Climate change, economic restructuring and 
Norwegian Svalbard policies converge to 
PDNH�KRXVLQJ�WKH�PDLQ�OLPLǦ�QJ�IDFWRU�IRU�VHW�
tling in Longyearbyen

• &OLPDWH�FKDQJH�LV�LPSDFǦ�QJ�WKH�EXLOW�HQYL�
URQPHQW�LQ�WRZQ��EXW�KDV�RQO\�OLPLWHG�LQƾ�X�
HQFH�RQ�HFRQRPLF�DFǦ�YLǦ�HV��VRFLDO�OLIH�DQG�
FXOWXUH��$GDSWDǦ�RQ�LQ�WKH�GRPDLQV�RI�KRXV�
ing and infrastructure is considered a top 
SULRULǨ�

• 7KH�SHUFHSǦ�RQV�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�GLǉ�HU�
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�IDFWRUV�VXFK�DV�SROLǦ�FDO�RULHQ�
WDǦ�RQ�DQG�Ǧ�PH�VSHQW�RQ�6YDOEDUG��0DQ\�
H[SUHVV�WKH�GLOHPPD�WKDW�OLYLQJ�RQ�6YDOEDUG�
cannot be environmentally sustainable

• 8VH�RI�QDWXUH�DQG�PRELOLǨ� �E\�WKH�PHDQV�RI�
motorized transport is an important factor 
IRU�ZHOO�EHLQJ�DQG�SODFH�Dǧ�DFKPHQW

INFO

Nunataryuk – Permafrost thaw and the 
FKDQJLQJ�DUFǤ�F�FRDVW��6FLHQFH�IRU�VR�
FLR�HFRQRPLF�DGDSWDǤ�RQ��
7KH�UHVHDUFK�LV�IXQGHG�E\�WKH�(8�SURMHFW�

$OH[DQGUD�0H\HU�LV�DQ�DFǦ�YH�PHPEHU�RI�
WKH�6YDOEDUG�6RFLDO�6FLHQFH�,QLǦ�DǦ�YH��666,���

6KH�LV�LQYROYHG�LQ�D�FROODERUDǦ�YH�SURMHFW�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�DUFKLWHFWXUH�EXUHDX�LQ�/RQJ�
\HDUE\HQ��/32��DQG�WKH�666,�RQ�KRZ�SHR�
ple use and 
SHUFHLYH�WKH�WRZQ�

7KH�UHVHDUFK�RQ�QDWXUH�XVH�LV�D�FROODERUD�
Ǧ�RQ�ZLWK�DQWKURSRORJLVW�7RPDV�6DOHP��8L%���
IXQGHG�E\�WKH�6YDOEDUG�(QYLURQPHQWDO�3UR�
WHFǦ�RQ�)XQG�

$OH[DQGUD�0H\HU�LV�D�JXHVW�3K'�VWXGHQW�
DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLǨ� �&HQWUH�LQ�6YDOEDUG�DQG�DQ�
DFǦ�YH�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�6YDOEDUG�6RFLDO�6FL�
HQFH�,QLǦ�DǦ�YH��666,��

&RDO�PLQLQJ�GHWHUPLQHG�WKH�ORFDǦ�RQ�RI�/RQJ\HDUE\HQ��ZKLFK�PDNHV�LW�
H[SRVHG�WR�D�YDULHǨ� �RI�QDWXUDO�KD]DUGV��LQWHQVLƽ�HG�E\�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��

,QVSHFǦ�QJ�WKH�IRXQGDǦ�RQDO�VWUXFWXUHV�RI�D�GZHOOLQJ��8QVWDEOH�JURXQG�
GXH�WR�SHUPDIURVW�WKDZ�FRQVǦ�WXWHV�D�FKDOOHQJH�IRU�XUEDQ�GHYHORSPHQW�
LQ�/RQJ\HDUE\HQ��

5HFUHDǦ�RQDO�QDWXUH�XVH�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SDUW�RI�OLIH�RQ�6YDOEDUG��DQG�PRVWO\�
IDFLOLWDWHG�E\�PRWRUL]HG�WUDQVSRUW��,QFUHDVLQJ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�UHJXODǦ�RQV�
FRQƾ�LFW�ZLWK�WKH�ORFDOVš�ZLVK�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�PRYH�DFURVV�WKH�LVODQG���


