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RESEARCH TOPIC:

This dissertation investigates entan-
glements of humans and road infra-
structure. Questioning the presump-
1&,+�,#�ƈ�"&+$�$&Ğ�"!Ɖ��  "00�1,�1%"�
European transport corridors network, 
the aim is to show how infrastructure 
is inhabited by the local community. 
How does infrastructure development 
inform the negotiation of social norms 
and imaginaries? 

More precisely, research focuses on 
how people working in the service 
sector for road transport relate to a 
recently upgraded transport corri-
dor in the EU and which topics this 
brings about. Based on an approach 
that emphasizes malfunction and 
discontinuity of road mobility, this 
research will provide a detailed un-
derstanding of the interplay of ima-
ginaries and concepts of time that 
coexist in the same infrastructure.
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/RFDWHG�DW�RQH�RI�WKH�PDQ\�LQWHUVHFǦ�RQV�RI�
the Orient/East-Med Corridor and the Rhine-
'DQXEH�&RUULGRU��WKH�FLǨ� �RI�9LGLQ�LQDXJXUDW�
ed the second bridge between Bulgaria and 
Romania in 2013. First envisioned in 1909, 
LW�WRRN�DOPRVW�D�FHQWXU\�DQG�WKH�LQWHJUDǦ�RQ�RI�
road E-79 into the Trans-European network 
corridors for transport (TEN-T) to convince 
%XFKDUHVW�DQG�6Rƽ�D�WR�SURYLGH�QHFHVVDU\�
funds for the bridge. 

7KH�FRQVWUXFǦ�RQ�RI�WKH�EULGJH�ZDV�DQG�VǦ�OO�LV�
one of the great hopes for the region. Roads 
and railway lines on both sides of the Danube 
have been connected, and further upgrades 
DUH�H[SHFWHG��$�PXOǦ�PRGDO�VKLSSLQJ�WHUPLQDO�
near the bridge interconnects the two corri-
dors and three transport systems (road, rail and 
water).

RESEARCH 
OBJECTIVES

The aims of this research are

• �WR�XQYHLO�WKH�DPELJXLǨ� �RI�WKH�UROHV��
FRQFHSWV�RI�Ǧ�PH�DQG�LPDJLQDULHV�RI�
SHRSOH�QHJRǦ�DǦ�QJ�WKH��PDO��IXQFǦ�RQ�
of infrastructure

•  to understand the dynamics and 
sense-making that arise from temporal 
indeterminacy inherent to transport 
infrastructure

•  to learn about how transport-related 
rules and norms contribute to the con-
VWUXFǦ�RQ�RI�LPDJLQDULHV

• �WR�VKRZ�ZK\�DQG�KRZ�UHJXODǦ�RQV�DS�
plied in the context of road infrastruc-
ture have been adopted by a broader 
PDMRULǨ� �EXW�DUH�QHJOHFWHG�E\�RWKHUV

PRELIMINARY 
FINDINGS

7KLV�UHVHDUFK�LV�VǦ�OO�RQJRLQJ��3UHOLPLQDU\�
ƽ�QGLQJV�VKRZ�

• KRZ�QRW�RQO\�FRQJHVǦ�RQ�EXW�HPSǦ�QHVV�
or temporary abandoning mark mal-
IXQFǦ�RQ�RI�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH

• that agents within the transport net-
work develop independent concepts 
RI�Ǧ�PH�WKDW�DUH�PRUH�UHOHYDQW�WR�WKH�
FUHDǦ�RQ�RI�LPDJLQDULHV�DQG�VRFLDO�QRUPV�
than those set by the road 

• that road network development furthers 
exclusion based on new standards but 
also because it provides actors on the 
URDG�ZLWK�D�EHǧ�HU�ŠVWDJHš�IRU�SRZHU�
GHPRQVWUDǦ�RQ�

• KRZ�SROLǦ�FDO�DQG�VRFLDO�EHORQJLQJ�LV�
OLQNHG�WR�URDG�FODVVLƽ�FDǦ�RQ�V\VWHPV�
WKDW�DOORZ�IRU�VHOI�DVFULSǦ�RQ�LQ�FURVV�
regional comparison

METHODOLOGICAL 
APPROACH

This research approaches infrastructure as 
D�SURFHVV�VWUXFWXUHG�WKURXJK�VLWXDǦ�RQV�
WKDW�LQWHUVHFW�WKH�HYHU\GD\�URXǦ�QH�RI�D�WUDQV�
port network. This research builds on 

• ���PRQWKV�RI�HWKQRJUDSKLF�ƽ�HOG�
UHVHDUFK�DW�WZR�VLWHV�LQ�9LGLQ��%XOJDULD�
�6811<�2,/�JDV�VWDǦ�RQ�DQG�FHQWUDO�
market) and one in Calafat, Romania 
�%RUGHU�FRQWURO�VWDǦ�RQ�

•  20-40 in-depth interviews including 
the discussion of visual material and 
VWDǦ�VǦ�FV�DYDLODEOH

6811<�2,/�JDV�VWDǦ�RQ�RQ�WKH�9LGLQ�E\SDVV�URDG��
VHFǦ�RQ�RI�(�����3KRWR�E\�0��$QUDQWHU�j������

/RUULHV�FURVVLQJ�WKH�'DQXEH�%ULGJH�9LGLQ�&DODIDW�Dǌ�HU�KDYLQJ�UHFHLYHG�
WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�URDG�VLJQDO��3KRWR�E\�0��$QUDQWHU�j������

2ULHQW�(DVW�0HG�&RUULGRU�DQG�5KLQH�'DQXEH�&RUULGRU�PHHǦ�QJ�LQ�9LGLQ��
0DS�HODERUDǦ�RQ�E\�-��)HWND�j�������


