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Practices of Bureaucracy and State Practices.  
 

Power, Interaction, Exclusion 
 

3rd Vienna Ethnography Laboratory, 9. – 11. June 2016 
 
 
General Proceedings: 
 
Thursday and Friday start with an input paper by one of our senior guest scholars 
(approx. 20-30 min, referring to the lab topic), followed by a general discussion. 
All other sessions are based on the pre-distributed papers by our young scholars. 
The papers will not be presented, but introduced by two short comments (each 5-10 
min), the first by one of the participants and the second by one of our senior scholars. 
This will leave enough room for a (hopefully lively) discussion by all. 

Location: 
 

• Sessions, coffee-breaks: Lecture Hall H10, Rathausstrasse 19, A-1010 Vienna 
• Lunch breaks: Anteroom and conference-room, door no. 9) 
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Program: Thursday, 9th of June 2016 
 
08:30 – 09:00 
 

 
Registration 

 
09:00 – 09:15 
 

 
Opening / Welcome / Introduction 

 
09:15 – 10:15 
 

 
Morning Session 1: Prof. Julia Eckert 

 
10:15 – 10:30 
  

 
Coffee break 

 
10:30 – 12:30 
 
 

 
Session 1 (Senior Discussant: Prof. Klaus Schlichte) 
 
Paper 1: André Thiemann: Under- and over-implementing the law: Social 
work, inclusive distribution, and exclusive protection 
Junior Discussant 1: Julia Marinaccio 
 
Paper 2: Ferenc Marko: “We are not a failed state, we make the best 
passports”: South Sudan and the biometric modernity  
Junior Discussant 2: Julia Leser 
 

 
12:30 – 13:30 
 

 
Lunch Break 

 
13:30 – 15:30 
 

 
Session 2 (Senior Discussant: Prof. Julia Eckert) 
 
Paper 3: Myriam Gaitsch: Public Policy Reforms, Organisational Change 
and Workplace Resistance: Subject Positions and Forms of Subjugation 
of Public Employment Agents in Geneva 
Junior Discussant 3: Karolina Sztandar-Sztanderska 
 
Paper 4: Sabrina Kopf: The Paradox of Denying and Longing for the 
State 
Junior Discussant 4: Jennifer Rasell 
 

 
15:30 – 16:00 
 

 
Coffee Break 

 
16:00 – 18:00 
 

 
Session 3 (Senior Discussant: Prof. Klaus Schlichte) 
 
Paper 5: Judith Eggers: Doing legal relatedness: Enacted citizenship 
and legal subjectivity in the case of ‘unaccompanied refugee minors’ 
Junior Discussant 5: Myriam Gaitsch 
 
Paper 6: Julia Leser: Policing a Crime, Producing a Victim: An 
Ethnography of Raids in Sex Trafficking Operations  
Junior Discussant 6: Sabrina Kopf 
 

 
18:00 – 19:00 
 

 
Reception 
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Program: Friday, 10th of June 2016 
 
 
09:15 – 10:15 
 

 
Morning Session 2: Prof. Klaus Schlichte 

 
10:15 – 10:30 
 

 
Coffee Break 

 
10:30 – 12:30 
 

 
Session 4 (Senior Discussant: Prof. Julia Eckert) 
 
Paper 7: Deniz Seebacher: Studying the Absent State in a Moral Void – 
On Dealing with Syrian Workers in Supply Chain Audits 
Junior Discussant 7: Ferenc Marko 
 
Paper 8: Lieke Wissink: Making a deportable migrant – The social life of 
the deportation file in the Immigration Office in Brussels 
Junior Discussant 8: Judith Eggers 
 

 
12:30 – 13:30 
 

 
Lunch Break 

 
13:30 – 15:30 
 

 
Session 5 (Senior Discussant: Prof. Klaus Schlichte) 
 
Paper 9: Karolina Sztandar-Sztanderska: Bumpy route to entitlements. 
Street-level practice of activation of the unemployed in Poland. 
Junior Discussant 9: Lieke Wissink 

 
Paper 10: Rainer Einzenberger: Contested Frontiers: Indigenous 
Mobilization and the Politics over Land, Territories and Natural Resources 
in Myanmar`s Upland Areas 
Junior Discussant 10: Deniz Seebacher 
 

 
15:30 – 16:00 
 

 
Coffee Break 

 
16:00 – 18:00 
 

 
Session 6 (Senior Discussant: Prof. Julia Eckert) 
 
Paper 11: Jennifer Rasell: What they were in for. From state statistics to 
the families and negotiations behind a state care placement in Hungary in 
the 1970s 
Junior Discussant 11: Simon Schlegel 
 
Paper 12: Christof Lammer: Avoiding to offend others: ‘democratic’ 
participation in rural governance in China  
Junior Discussant 12: Andre Thiemann 

 
 
19:00 
 

 
Dinner at Rebhuhn, Berggasse 24, 1090 Wien 
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Program: Saturday, 11th of June 2016 
 
 
09:00 – 11:00 
 

 
Session 7 (Senior Discussant: Prof. Klaus Schlichte)  
 
Paper 13: Simon Schlegel: Soviet Bureaucracy as a Category Coining 
Machine: Ethnicity, Ethnography, and the “Primordial Trap”  
Junior Discussant 13: Rainer Einzenberger  
 
Paper 14: Julia Marinaccio: Chinese Cadre Training as Soft 
Accountability Mechanisms Structures and Organizational Processes  
Junior Discussant 14: Christof Lammer  
 

 
11:00 – 11:30 
 

 
Coffee Break 

 
11:30 – 12:30 
 

 
Wrap-up Session 
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