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The future has been neglected as an object of anthropological 

study, even though our complex social, ecological and, with 

COVID-19, biopolitical crises demand novel imaginations of the 

‘yet-to-come’. Moreover, anthropologists have urged the 

decolonisation of existing studies of the future that are often 

based in the global north’s concerns. ANTHROFUTURE shifts 

the focus of the anthropology of the future to the pandemic-

induced acceleration of the future into the present. The project 

identifies the art world – historically featuring a high degree of 

experimentalism, a strong future-orientation, and, particularly 

in emerging markets in the global south, an openness to risk 

and speculation – as a crucial site for ground-breaking anthro-

pological knowledge on the future. The pandemic forced the 

art world to quickly develop innovative digital solutions to 

replace physical events; the result is a new, fully integrated 

physical and digital system. While pre-pandemic scholarship on 

the art world largely focuses on institutions, professionals and 

activities as physical phenomena, there is no scholarship on 

this new digital-physical infrastructure. The project introduces 

three novel modes of inquiry: 1) systematic research on the 

digital-physical art world; 2) innovative multimodal 

methodologies; 3) analytical and theoretical advancements on 

the future as a time zone. 

 

Details:  

https://ksa.univie.ac.at/en/department/events/

wednesday-seminar/ 
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WEDNESDAY SEMINAR  
08.11.2023, 17:00 Uhr, HS-C (and online) 
IKSA, NIG, Universitätsstraße 7, 1010 Wien, 4. Stock 

kommende Termine 

22.11.2023 Filmscreening  
WHAT‘S UP/WhatsApp? Media Framing and 
Every Day Practice of the Virtual Community 

29.11.2023 Anna Jabloner 
California: Histories of the Future at the Tech-
nological Frontier 

Manuela Ciotti (University of Vienna) 
The Anthropology of the Future: An Art World Perspective 

Hybrid event, join online! 

https://univienna.zoom.us/j/64340260119?pwd=TzI3Z2tsYXE1M0RaTEVVUFZJUzkxZz09
https://ksa.univie.ac.at/en/department/events/wednesday-seminar/

