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For more than 30 years Daniel Everett has lived 
and worked with the Pirahã, a tribe of Amazoni-
an Indians in central Brazil. In 1977 he arrived 
there with his wife and three young children, 
hoping to convert the people to Christianity.  
The Pirahã were then living as hunter gatherers, 
they had no personal property, no social hierar-
chy, no concept of war and no counting system.  
Everett very soon came to realize that their val-
ues and perspectives did not support the basic 
teachings of the Bible or the very idea of faith in 
something unseen. He became skeptical of his 
own beliefs, eventually turning atheist. Instead, 
Everett became fascinated by the Pirahã lan-
guage and its cultural implications, devoting his 
life to the science of linguistics. Over the years he 
studied the languages and cultures of nearly 20 
Amazonian societies. 

“I‘ve learned so much from the Pirahã over the 
years. But this is perhaps my favorite lesson. 

Sure, life is hard and there is plenty of danger. 
And it might make us lose some sleep from  

time to time. But enjoy it. Life goes on.” 


