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HORIZON WORK
AT THE EDGES OF KNOWLEDGE IN AN AGE OF
RUNAWAY CLIMATE CHANGE

THE 14TH ERIC WOLF LECTURE
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We live in a time of catastrophic ecological shifts. The impacts of climate change are accelerating worldwide, but 
emergency agencies and political bodies are not equipped to anticipate where, when, and how severe the next 
unnatural disaster will be. Amid mega-fire seasons, for example, scientists are revising models of fire behavior 
that were calibrated to a nature that increasingly diverges from known baselines and trends. Emergency 
responders’ trust in patterns has become an occupational hazard. At these edges of knowledge, Indigenous 
practitioners offer a different path toward living with fire. In the struggle to maintain responsive capacity in 
disrupted ecologies, a larger reckoning with runaway climate change as a relational problem- space is in order. 
Rather than resorting to despair about the world’s end, such labors redirect our attention toward horizons of 
expectation in which knowledge is still actionable, not obsolete, and where futures are still recoverable, not 
denied. This horizon work necessitates shifts in expert authority as well as other alignments across political, 
activist, and Indigenous spheres.
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                             A link to this hybrid event can be found at oeaw.ac.at/veranstaltungen/live.


